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Verge San Francisco convened October 14-17 and covered six tracks: new energy systems, smarter 
supply chains, the food-energy-water nexus, next-gen buildings, sustainable mobility, and resilient 
cities, plus six special programs e.g., entrepreneur pitch competition and Hack City development 
competition, demonstrating how far the idea of community and collaboration has already gone with 
new software tools, etc.) . The GreenBiz Group did a terrific job making different programs and tracks 
accessible during the event, as well as posting program agendas, topics and speaker information after 
the event. You can drill down by specific track to see program breadth, and any summary is a mere slice 
of the conversations that took place that might be relevant to you, but they are a rich source of both 
inspiration and possibly projects and companies you might want to pursue: 
http://www.greenbiz.com/events/verge/2013/10/san-francisco/tracks. 

I attended the last day to see the microgrid and listen to the final keynote panel on The Future of 
Energy, and I visited each vendor at the Expo Technology showcase, and more. Fortunately, the Verge 
Virtual Program and live chat enabled me to listen in on several interviews and panels. Jeremiah 
Owyang, Chief Catalyst, Crowd Companies was passionate and specific about the emerging 
Collaborative Economy, and the options organizations have:  

1. If you sell products, turn them into services;  

2. If you offer services, create a marketplace;  

3. If you run a marketplace, empower that marketplace to build products.   

The chat I watched during various presentations that morning debated human issues, sharing, and use 
of energy versus political and economic power concentration, and grid vulnerability. The Future of 
Energy was a lively climate and energy conversation among Amory Lovins, Andrew Revkin, and 
moderator Joel Makower. Mr. Lovins recommended that we expand and integrate the problem to 
generate more options for multiple outcomes, and that process is not an outcome.  Direction is more 
important. 

In an alley next to the Palace Hotel, the “Power Pallet” (allpowerlabs.org) converted biomass (sacks of 
UC Davis walnut shells) into electricity.  Its compact, integrated system was no louder than an average 
generator, for a price of $1-2 per watt equipment cost. It was part of Verge Interconnect, a temporary 
and replicable microgrid showing off-the-shelf equipment delivering clean, reliable and cost-effective 
power. 

You can watch some speakers in action from their archives: 
http://www.greenbiz.com/video?field_collections_nid=43072.  

To read nine highlight summaries (collaborative economy; big data; smart cities, EVs; sustainability; 3D 
printing waste reduction and energy use; distributed systems, etc.) answering questions like how to 
leverage existing networks and partnerships  to build a new framework comprising smart infrastructure, 
smart aspirations and a smart community, go to http://www.greenbiz.com/microsite/verge/highlights-
verge-dc 
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